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Unser Insel- (Über-) Leben 
Wechselbeziehungen zwischen Inselbevölkerung und marinen Ressourcen 
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Yavirau 



Fidschi 

Rerevaka na kalou ka doka na Tui 

"Fear God and honour the Queen„ 



Aufbau der traditionellen Gesellschafts-Struktur in Fidschi 
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Land-Meer-Einheit 

Bild eines hawaiianischen Ahupua‘a (https://kamanamama.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/ahupuaa_1.jpg) 



Gau Island 

Tikina Vanuaso  

na qau vanua  
(‘the land which supports me 

and to which I belong’) 

 

na vanua na tamata 
(‘the men are the land’) 



I Qoliqoli auf Gau 



Verschiedene 

Nutzungs-

Gebiete 

innerhalb eines 

qoliqoli 



Traditionelles Küsten-Nutzungssystem 

(Customary Marine Tenure) 

Keine Garantie für nachhaltige Nutzung! 



Beispiel: Fischerei-Lizenzen 



‘Now, when the 
chief says 

something, people 
go on doing their 
own work, they 

don’t care what he 
says.’  

‘The situation in the village is 

different now, there are plenty 

problems; it's like Fiji now – 

independent.’ 

‘Sa sega na 
vakarokoroko
.’ [There is no 
respect and 
politeness.] 

‘Before as kids, we just hide 
inside the house, but now 
kids just come right to the 
coffin, onto the grave … 

and look in.’  

Chiefs und traditionelle Autorität  



 

 

Y. Sano 

GOV. 
 

• Suva + adm. 
Divisions 

• Fisheries Division 

• [Council of Chiefs] 

COM. 

• Traditional 
structures 

• Subsistence 
lifestyles 

OTHERs 

• NGOs 

• University + 
institutes 

• Aid + conservation 
agencies  

Akteure mit Interessen in/an der Küstenfischerei 



Entwicklungs-Initiativen der Regierung (Fischerei) 

• National Development Plans 7 – 9 (seit 1976) 

• Unter NDP9:  

– Rural Fisheries Development Program 

– Commercial Artisanal Fisheries Development Program   

– Rural Aquaculture Extension Program  

… 

• Strategic Development Plan for Fiji (2007-2011) 

 Dezentralisierung favorisiert… 

 VIELE kleine und große intergovernmental und Nicht-

Regierungs Organisationen mit am Start (e.g. SPC, FFA, 

SPREP, PCDF, WCS, IUCN, , UNEP, WWF, WCS, 

Greenpeace), aber auch die EU, JICA …! 

 



Management initiierende Faktoren 

(Who addressed problems and initiated action?) 

Village 

Factor 
Yadua Malawai Natauloa 

Initiation 

(when?) 

 

Hotel, Partners for 

Community 

Development Fiji  

(1999) 

Community 

(Fisherwomen) + 

USP (2001) 

Community + NGO  

island community 

workshop (2004) 

Reason 

Hotel: Decreasing 

water quality, food 

fish extraction 

Declining 

catches 

Divers taking fish 

away from the island  

Partner 
Hotel, PCDF 

(Fisheries, USP/IAS) 

USP, IAS 

(Fisheries) 

NGO? Hotel? 

(Fisheries) 



Village 

Measure 
Yadua Malawai Natauloa 

Participatory decision-making XX X(X) X 

Qoliqoli rights limited to residents 

(present licences for outsiders?) 

Yes 

(No) 

Yes 

(No) 

Yes 

(No) 

Tabu areas (full closures, temporary) 

(since when?) 

Yes  

(04/2000) 

Yes  

(05/2001)  

Yes  

(09/2004) 

Seasonal tabu on spawning species; 

tabu’s on endangered species 

Yes  Not practised Not practised 

Gear restrictions  
(e.g., no scuba equipment, mesh size > 2.5 inch) 

Yes  Yes  Yes (esp. scuba) 

Size restrictions (e.g., fish, crabs) Yes  Yes  Not practised  

Ban on destructive methods  

(e.g., duva, dynamite, vutuguru) 

Yes  Yes  Not practised 

Fishwarden (only possibility) 
in answer to poaching 

Yes  

(2 since 2004) 

Yes  

(2 since 2003) 

Yes  

(5 since 2001) 

Implementierte Management Massnahmen 

Origin of measure: Customary law, Fisheries Act or both 



Tabu / Taboo 

(lokales Meeres-Schutzgebiet) 



Verschiedene 

Nutzungs-

Gebiete 

innerhalb eines 

qoliqoli 

Tabu areas 



Tabu / Taboo 

(lokales Meeres-Schutzgebiet) 



Locally Managed Marine Area Network (LMMA) 

http://www.lmmanetwork.org/ 





Transport und Entwicklung? 



Insel- (Über-) Leben! 



‚Life is simple here...‘ 



International Small Islands Studies Association (ISISA) 

• Presidency: Prof. Godfrey Baldacchino / Prof. Beate Ratter 

• http://isisa.maui.hawaii.edu/  

• Voluntary, non-profit and independent 

• Objectives: to study islands on their own terms, and to encourage free 

scholarly discussion on small island related matters such as islandness, 

smallness, insularity, dependency, resource management and 

environment, and the nature of island life 

• 20th Anniversary: – Islands of the World conferences 1994-2014: 

Okinawa 1994, Mauritius 1998, Isle of Skye 2000, Prince Edward Island 

2002, Kinmen Island 2004, Maui 2006, Jeju 2008, Bornholm 2010, 

Tortola 2012, Penghu Archipelago 2014 … Lesvos 2016, Kangaroo 

Island 2017, Terschelling 2018  

http://isisa.maui.hawaii.edu/
http://isisa.maui.hawaii.edu/


ISISA: Islands of the World XIII 

Small is beautiful:  

Island innovations and connections 

22-27 September 2014 

National Penghu 

University (NPU), 

Magong City, 

Penghu 

Archipelago, Taiwan 



Keynotes 

• Barbados+20 – Island connections and the UN Year of Small Island 

Developing States (Prem Saddul, Mauritius) 

• Small Islands and Climate Change – adaptation and innovation (M. 

Bynoe, CCCCC, Belize) 

• Small is Beautiful - Island development as if people matter (E. Clark, 

Sweden)  

• The Future and Islands (Green technology, tourism and sustainability; 

G. Baldacchino, Malta) 

• Being in exile at home: what is ‘Caribbean’ development? (J. Pugh, UK)  



Sessions 
Songs of Islands: Songs about island life and their lyrics 

Small is beautiful – Island studies and cultures: Literature and poetics; Language, 

culture, and history; Traditions and practices; Nissology – Studying Islands on their 

own terms  

Small is dangerous – Island natures and ecology: Ecology and resource use; 

Islands at risk; Climate change policy and adaptation; Managing natural resources; 

Island resilience    

Small is challenging – Island economies and management: Cross jurisdictional 

challenges; Economic development and challenges; Development policies and 

strategies; Economy of smallness; Island Tourism   

New waves in the ocean – Island communities and livelihoods: Sustainability on 

islands; Local knowledge and economy; Island futures and connections; 

Community communication and management  

New winds for islands – Island technology and innovation: Small island 

technological fitness; Technical Innovations; Transport and energy 

Taiwan Perspectives – Island futures and planning: Planning for Sustainability; 

Connections and influences; Environmental education and resource management; 

Heritages and development; Ocean and coastal monitoring models  



Moorea, French Polynesia Tuvalu Naovuka, Gau, Fiji 



Vinaka vakalevu 

Dankeschön 

Dr J. Veitayaki – The University of the South Pacific (USP) 
Drs N. Polunin, S. Stead, E. Ritchie – Newcastle, UK 

 

The Ocean Conservancy  
International Society for Reef Studies 
Studienstiftung des deutschen Volkes 

DAAD 

 

The people from Tikina Vanuaso, Gau!  
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In print... 


