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There are a wide variety of types of fishing. These range from small-scale artisan fishermen on or near the coast and returning home each day, to more sophisticated sea-going vessels using sonar, radar, aircraft and satellites to track the catch, and in between there are many other forms and way of catching fish, including recreational fishing. The purpose of this paper is not to discuss all the varieties of fishing but to present the situation of fishermen working on board Distant Water Vessels (DWV). However in order to have a clear picture of the reality in which fishermen are operating, I should at least mention some issues that are related to and affect the life of fishermen at different levels.

2.1. Political
While fishing in international water is almost entirely unregulated, more and more countries are expanding their 200 miles Executive Economic Zones (EEZ) restricting fishing grounds and causing an increase in arrest and detention of fishing vessels violating such limits.

2.2.Economic
Recent data indicates that the expansion of fishing fleets and the increase of fishermen seems to be shrinking in capital intensive economies while expanding in economies that are still predominantly labor intensive.

2.3 Ecologial
The total estimated fish catches from the natural resources worldwide have increased from around 74 million metric tons in 1984 to 93 million metric tons in 1997 and decreasing to 86 million metric tons in 1998. The oceans are harvested faster than they can regenerate, and many are showing a declining trend in total catches, resulting in a drop of fishermen’s earning and loss of jobs.

2.4. Environmental
There is no doubt that marine pollution constitutes one of the major threats to the livelihood of fishermen. The sea is being used in an unscrupulous manner as a dumping ground for all possible forms of waste from ships, tankers etc. Other forms of pollution are sewage and industrial waste, residues of pesticides and herbicides. Uncontrolled urban development for human settlement or tourist facilities along coastal area together with destruction of mangroves and coral reefs destroy fish habitats and reproductions area, and force local fishermen to go further and further from the shore to get their catch.

2.5. Climatic
The El Nino phenomenon with raising of seawater temperature has negatively affected the reproduction and the migration patterns of many species of fishes.

2.6. Criminal
The indiscriminate use of illegal ways of fishing such as bottom trawlers, can devastate fish stocks. The use of explosives not only destroys large areas of coral reefs, but also results in indiscriminate killing of marine life. Similarly the use of cyanide to catch ornamental fish destroys sea natural resources and balance.

3. International Organizations
There are several international organizations concerned with the welfare/safety of the fishermen and throughout the years have worked very hard to improve it. I will briefly analyze what they have done in their respective field:

3.1. International Labour Organization (ILO)
The concerns of ILO for fishermen are to improve labour conditions relating to recruitment, training, employment, safety and comfort during working lives and security after retirement.
Because of the special nature of their work and the conditions in which they operate, the ILO has adopted a number of International Labor Standards which specifically apply to the working and living conditions of fishermen, in fact as early as 1920, the Second Maritime Session of the International Labour Conference adopted a recommendation (no. 7) concerning the limitation of hours of work in the fishing industry.
Other international labour instruments governing the work of fishermen have since been adopted by various maritime sessions of the International Labour Conference, such as:

· Convention no. 112 on Minimum Age (Fishermen), 1959 

· Convention no. 113 on Medical Examination (Fishermen), 1959 

· Convention no. 114 on Fishermen’s Articles of Agreement, 1959 

· Convention no. 125 on Fishermen’s Competency Certificates 1966 

· Convention no 126 on Accomodation of crews (Fishermen), 1966 

· Recommendation no. 126 on Vocational Training (Fishermen), 1966 

· International Convention of Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Fishing Personnel, 1955 

A number of other ILO Conventions and Recommendations of a general nature such as the Convention concerning Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize and the Convention concerning the Application of the Principles of the Right to Organize and Bargain Collectively, as well as certain technical instruments such as Guarding Machinery Convention and Recommendation adopted in 1963; and the Occupational Safety and Health Convention and Recommendation adopted in 1981 also apply particularly to fishermen.
The ILO cooperated closely with FAO and IMO to produce a Code of Safety for Fishermen and Fishing Vessel, Voluntary Guidelines for the Design, Construction and Equipment of Small Fishing Vessel, and a Document for Guidance on Fishermen’s Training and Certification.
More recently the ILO has convened (December 1999) the Tripartite Meeting on Safety and Health in the Fishing Industry. The purpose of the meeting is:

· to exchange views on safety and health issues in the fishing industry 

· to assess work done by the FAO/ILO/IMO working group 

· to adopt conclusions which identify follow-up activities and review ILO standards adopted specifically for fishermen. 

3.2. International Maritime Organization (IMO)
IMO has been primarily a technical organization, with shipping safety and pollution prevention being its greatest priorities. The slogan “Safer Shipping and Cleaner Ocean” was translated in series of Convention and other Treaty Instruments aiming to upgrade, improve Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), prevent pollution and incidents at sea.
However it was not until in March 1977 that IMO organized in Torremolinos in Spain the first international convention dealing with safety of fishing vessels. The Torremolinos Convention was drafted with almost the same content as that of SOLAS with some variation applicable to fishing vessels: protection of crew, stability of the vessel, electrical installation, safety procedures, fire protection, navigation equipment, life-boat and others.
For various reasons, the Torremolinos convention did not secure sufficient acceptances to enter into force and by the early 1990s it was clear that even if it did, it would be technically out of date. As a result in 1993 the IMO met again in Torremolinos and adopted a Protocol to the convention which removed some of the provisions that had caused difficulties and also brought it up to date technically.
But to our regret there is nothing in the new protocol that mentions boats of less than 24 meters. As we know, it is more dangerous to work in fishing vessels of less than 24 meters than on those of more than 24 meters.
In addition to this since the fishing industry is extremely varied and so different from other forms of maritime activities, other Conventions adopted by IMO cannot be made applicable to fishing vessels. Besides, technical specifications of fishing vessels depend on the areas in which they operate and many other local factors, making the adoption of international regulations extremely difficult.

3.3. Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO)
FAO is one of the United Nations (UN) organizations that in 1984 convened the World Conference on Fisheries Management and Development with view of implementing a new regime of the sea. The strategy adopted at that time is still valid but needs updating and strengthening in some provisions.
FAO is urging a precautionary approach to fisheries management that will abandon the current approach aimed at the highest possible catch irrespective of its composition and value. In May 1992, the International Conference on Responsible Fishing organized by the Government of Mexico in collaboration with FAO called for a drafting of an International Code of Conduct on Responsible Fishing.
The Code will have separate chapters on fishing operations, fishery management practices, fair trade practices, aquaculture development, integration of fisheries into coastal area management and fishery research. Each of these thematic chapters will include references to legal instruments, internationally agreed standards, technical guidelines and codes of practice. 

3.4. International Transportation Federation (ITF)
It is safe to say that in its long history of existence, the ITF got interested in fishermen only recently, and it is understandable since not all the fishermen are organized in trade unions and some belong to cooperatives which also include fishing vessels owners. At the end of 1989 the Fishermen Section was one of the smallest sections. A Fishermen Section Conference was held in 1990, and the first issue of its fisheries bulletin was published in 1991. One of the problems ITF is facing is the formal distinction between fishermen and seamen, especially in countries where fishermen and seafarers share similar certificates and often switch jobs. 
For fishermen ITF has pursued social and economic issues through the ILO and health and safety issues mainly through the IMO. The “ITF Fisheries Policy”, whose aim is to coordinate the views which ITF fishermen’s affiliates have on matters affecting fishermen and their working conditions, was completed and accepted at the 36th ITF Congress in 1992. More recently on January 1, 1998, in line with fight against of flag of convenience in the merchant marine, the “ITF Fisheries Standard Collective agreement for FOC Fishing Vessel” was introduced.

3.5. International Collective in Support of Fishworkers (ICSF)
The ICSF was founded in 1986 at Trivandrum, in India, to address the marginalisation of fishworkers from policy-making and planning processes. It provides a forum to focus on issues of concern to the fish workers, and through its various programmes, tries to influence policy making at various levels.
The ICSF has organized several conferences dealing with all the different aspects of the fishing industry since for them the term “fish workers” refers to “all those who participate in and make a living from, fishery-related activities in production, processing and marketing”.

3.6. International Christian Maritime Association (ICMA)
If we look at ICMA as an international organization, we can say that it has done very little for the fishermen; but when we start looking at the individual members, we discovered that many of them have been actively involved in assisting, protecting and promoting the cause of fishermen through the whole world. With its network of Centers and missions around the globe, ICMA is present where fishermen are exploited and abused; and priests, pastors and lay people are on the spot when tragedy strikes. ICMA members are a safe harbor for many fishermen experiencing hardship and difficulties.

4. Fishermen on Distant Water Vessels
According to IMO report there are roughly 12 million of fishermen worldwide. They are entitled to lesser wages and benefit enjoyed by the seafarers, but they work and live under more difficult conditions. Fishermen spend long periods at sea; sail fishing vessels seaworthy that are not; their work is dangerous; and in the end they are not even considered seafarers in the fullest sense. In fact in some instances international organizations such as ITF, ILO, IMO exclude fishermen from their legal framework.

What I am going to share with you is my brief experience as a port chaplain of Kaohsiung in the southern part of Taiwan, dealing with Filipino/Indonesian fishermen working on board Taiwanese fishing vessels. I gathered this information directly from the fishermen when after a long day of work we shared a few bottles of beer on the deck of their fishing vessels in port for repairs, unloading in the catch or loading provisions before the next trip.

5. Who are the fishermen?
Usually fishermen are young, with very little education or none at all, and some just graduated from nautical schools and unaware of the working condition on board fishing vessels.
For many of these so-called “fishermen” it is the first time that they see the sea. They are not familiar with the advanced technology used for fishing. To avoid shouting and harassment from the officers of the fishing vessel they have to learn quickly; direct experience is the best teacher. 

The fisherman is sailing most of the time, spends very little time with his family, cannot have much contact with the civil and cultural community to which he belongs, and cannot be a regular church-goer because he spends long period at sea.

Forced to live in a very restricted place since he cannot leave the vessel any time he wants, the fisherman becomes a prisoner of the limited space of the vessel. Often he is also prisoner of his thoughts, because he cannot find anyone to share what he feels inside, and after one week he has nothing more to share with his fellow fishermen.

The family of the fisherman is deeply affected by his way of life: children are growing up without the love of the father and without his presence in the formative years; the wife has to assume all the responsibilities of the house, pay the bills etc. The frequent occasions of infidelity on both side put stress in the married life and create tension in the relationship that sometimes ends in separation or divorce.

From the religious point of view, many of these fishermen are not religiously educated. They loose the sense of the liturgical time (Christmas, Easter etc.), especially the notion of Sunday as the Day of the Lord because in the fishing vessel each day is similar to the previous one. The fear of being laughed at brings the fisherman to compromise or hide his faith and his commitment to God. For him nature (the sea, the sky, the wind and the fish etc.) does not represent something beautiful to look at, to contemplate, to discover God in, but a force to fight against.

6. Why they leave?
The reasons driving them to try their luck as fishermen, basically are related to the:

6.1. Poor economic situation.
The recent economic world/Asian crisis has once again affected the already slow process of economic recovery of many developing countries and people have to recur to migration in order to survive.

6.2. Unemployment
Most of the new recruits are forced to accept employment as fishermen rather than continue to wait indefinitely for a chance to get a job in the merchant marine. The prospective of having a job, no matter how dangerous and difficult it will be, is always better than not having a job at all.

6.3 Illegal recruitment
In remote areas and in small villages the presentation of a very nice and attractive job situation, accompanied by the promise of quick and easily earned money, is enough for many uneducated people to become “willing victims” of different forms of illegal recruitment.
After being recruited, the applicant receives his passport with a tourist VISA for Singapore (sometime for Thailand, Vietnam or Taiwan), a little show money, and he is ready to fly. While the cooperation of corrupt immigration official in the airport is essential in this “human smuggling”, it is impossible to trace who are the agents and the contact people, because names and addresses more often than not are fictitious. Inside the airport a new contract that spells out clearly the exploitation which he will undergo is signed by the fishermen. Even if he wants to go back to his country, he has reached the point of no return!
Others just board the fishing vessel while fishing near the shore without any documents at all, only the promise of contract and salary. When the fisherman discovers his predicament, it is impossible for him to complain regarding abuses and exploitation because of his irregular/illegal situation.

7. What they find?
When the fisherman leaves his mind is full of projects and his heart dreams of a better future for his family. Just a few days on the job and he realizes that all his projects will remain such and his dream will be a nightmare.

7.1. Contract substitution
For the legally deployed fishermen the scenario is not much different. Just before departure the agent asked, or it is better to say, the agent forced the applicants to sign blank checks to be used for the payment of the placement fee (through salary deduction) and blank papers (to be used in case the fishermen will give trouble). As soon as they arrived at the port of embarkation, sometimes they are asked to sign a new contract totally different (lower wage, less benefits) from the one previously signed. Under these conditions it is impossible for the fishermen to back off from the contract since he is already in the work site and he does not know where to go for assistance.

7.2. Cultural/Communication problems
Generally the crew is composed of fishermen of different nationalities. Language problem and communication gaps, together with cultural, religious and social differences, create tensions during normal working operation and even more in emergency situations. In open sea the master has the absolute power imposing, dictating, ordering according to his moods and feelings. The crew bear all the humiliations and abuses, but when patience reaches the limit, they react violently.

7.3. Aging fishing vessels
The average age of the world’s industrial fleet is 20 years. That should be source of great concern for owners and governments especially on the issue of safety. Many of these fishing vessels are “floating coffins”. Cabins for the crew are small, without ventilation and space to move around. The mess and recreation room are non existent; kitchen and pantries are dirty; water tanks are rusted; safety equipment such as radio, fire extinguishers, life boat or life jacket- if there is any- are old and sometimes unusable.

7.4. Long hours
Although on some large vessels there is a regular working schedule, most of the time the fishermen are requested to work long hours without any break or rest period until all the fish have been taken care of. Lack of protective gear, raincoat and warm clothes expose the fishermen to rain or freezing seawater. These factors combined together increase the risk of accidents and exposure to health hazards.

7.5. Lack off provisions and gears
During the first few weeks on board, staff food is sufficient. After a few months, when the workload for the crew has reached is peak, the food provisions start running low; potable water is rationed; and there is no much variety of food (sometimes only noodles). At this point, the morale of the crew is very low, and their temperament is very sensitive to any remarks that could trigger violent reactions.

8. What happens?
8.1. Fishing operations
The fishing vessel may stay in the port for quite sometime or leave on short notice depending on weather, fishing prospects, etc. Its destination and routes can or will be changed suddenly depending on the fish run. The time spent at sea could range from a few days to more than a year without touching ground, depriving the fishermen of basic services such as medical treatment, recreation, spiritual support, friendship and contact (letters, telephone calls etc.) with the family back home. Usually the reasons for not going to the port is to save time and money and maximize the time spent on the fishing ground.

8.2. Maltreatment
The combined effects of bad working conditions and insufficient provisions trigger a situation where fishermen start to slow down their work either as a result physical exhaustion from overwork and lack of food. This situation will provide motives for the officers to verbally abuse and physically maltreat the crew members, creating a situation of tension that quite often leads to violent incidents or death. Even if is not always reported, the it there also many cases of sexual harassment and abuses among crewmembers, especially officers taking advantage of the lower ranking crew.

8.3. Accidents and death
Most fishing vessel causalities are the result of human error. Moreover, even when causalities have been the result of equipment failure or bad weather, the human factor often plays an important part. Maintenance and repair may have been inadequate, or there may have been poor judgment exercised on to when and where to go fishing. Quite often little compensation or not at all is given to the families. Because of the long hours of work the fishermen could get easily tired and less attentive during labor resulting in accidents. Being at sea, it is difficult to get immediate medical assistance, and after a few months first aid and even the basic medicines for headache or toothache are lacking. Injured workers are sent home without any assistance or compensation. Also a great number of fishermen disappear at sea for unknown reasons.

8.4. Arrests and detention
Because of lack of stocks in international water and the expanding EEZ, captains often move in the national territorial waters. If caught, the fishing vessel is put under arrest, the catch seized, and the crew put in jail. Before an agreement is reached with the governmentor and the trial is finished, it takes months. In the meantime the fishermen are not working, cannot send money to their families, and are anxious regarding their future. The owner is more concerned about the fate of the vessel and often abandons the crew, refusing to pay the tickets for their repatriation and back wages.

8.5. Salary
Non-payment or under-payment of salaries has prompted fishermen to leave the fishing vessels, ending up with no salaries and sometimes getting stranded in strange places. The bonus system is also deceptive, because the fishermen take all the risks while the fishing companies take all the profits. Salaries are sometimes not commensurate with the number of hours rendered. Overtime work is not paid, and holiday pay is not given. Sometimes part of the salary is kept by the agent until the end of the contract. In this way the fisherman is forced to keep silence and not complain to the authority if he doesn’t want to lose the saving kept by the agency.

8.6. Whereabouts
Because of the nature of their job (staying at sea for very long periods) or the way that they are recruited (illegally), once they leave the country, it very difficult to locate their whereabouts. 

9. What can be done?
I have been asking myself this question so many times…thousands are the answers and the possibilities…here are some…

9.1. International pressure
International and national pressure should be exercised on sending and receiving governments to take their responsibilities in intervening and protecting human (physical abuses, rights and obligation, etc.) and labor rights (salary, contract violation, overtime pay, compensation etc.) of fishermen around the world.

9.2. International standard.
The number of countries that have ratified ILO and IMO Conventions remain very low. A campaign should be initiated inviting the different national governments to sign and implement existing ILO and IMO standards related to the safety of fishermen, S.O.L.A.S and other convention like the Torremolinos one. Governments must be pressured to upgrade the level of their fishing fleet to an acceptable standard (accommodation, medical facilities, protective clothing, safety equipment etc.) and assure that contracts are respected.

9.3. International laws.
Clarification should be made regarding who has the right of investigating and prosecuting criminal cases committed in international waters involving crew of different nationalities and vessels registered in third country.
Under international and national laws appropriate penalties should be imposed for the illegal recruitment and trafficking of fishermen.

9.4. Training.
We should insist that the sending and receiving countries adopt better recruitment policies, which will include training programmes developing fishermen’skills to help them prevent accidents and prepare them to deal with the new cultural and social environment.

9.5 Information
Multilingual educational materials (pamphlets, leaflets, and videos) should be prepared for fishermen explaining their rights, the dangers of their profession and where to go for help or assistance.

9.6. ITF
Since the interests of fishermen are still scarcely represented in the ITF, it would be of great help if more fishermen unions would be affiliated to the ITF. It could later support and lobby their causes at international level, with national government and fishing industry.
The “ITF Fisheries Policy”and “ITF Fisheries Standard Collective agreement for FOC Fishing Vessel” have been introduced. What now remains to be done is for ITF and its affiliates to actively promote these two documents by lobbing nationally and internationally so that they can together secure a better life and future for all fishermen.

9.7. Advocacy and lobbying
ICMA should continue lobbying for the interests of fishermen with the international organizations (ITF, IMO, ILO, FAO, etc.) concerned with the welfare of fishermen.

9.8. Cooperation
It is necessary to establish/enlarge the network among the different ICMA members dealing with fishermen. Immediate exchange of information and assistance will benefit the fishermen and their families during arrests or detention of vessels.

9.9. Research
In order to have a clear picture of the worldwide situation of fishermen, a research should be done in different countries analyzing the:

1. employment of domestic labour on domestic vessels 

2. employment of foreign labour on domestic vessels 

3. employment of domestic labour on foreign vessels 

At the end of the research, suggestions would be made for a course of action to be taken to improve the living/working conditions of fishermen. 

9.10. Documentation.
I believe it is necessary to establish regional information centers that would gather documentation regarding fisheries codes, government rules and regulations related to fishermen, data on agencies, fishing industries, and fishing vessels, information regarding deployment, and accidents and deaths of fishermen. 
This information/data must be made available to all the different organizations and NGO’s interested in the welfare and well being of fishermen.

9.11. Legal/Social Assistance
Quite often the fishermen need professional help to claim their salaries, benefits etc. from the fishing companies and agent. Local groups of professional people (lawyers, doctor etc.) willing to offer their services for free to the fishermen should be formed and linked together.
A study should be done on the possibility of establishing an international solidarity fund financed and managed by international organizations, to be used for immediate and emergency needs of detained fishermen and their families.

9.12. Hospitality
To welcome the fishermen in our Centers and Missions is to welcome Christ in our midst. The fishermen need the friendship of the chaplain, the smile from the volunteer, a clean and nice place to relax and communicate with his family, a quite corner to write a letter or send a postcard, a room to be alone with his God. If we will be able to offer these simple things even for a few hours, for sure the fishermen will feel welcomed and at home in our places. For the fisherman our missions and centers will be really a safe harbor where to rest, to unload his burden and regain spiritual strength for another voyage.

9.13. Family
Particular attention must be given to the families of fishermen. Moral and spiritual support should be offered all the time to the wives and children of fishermen. Maybe on the pattern of Seamen’s Wives Association, a Fishermen Wives Association should be established where possible.

9.14. Visits
A visit to a sick fisherman in the hospital or to one imprisoned as well as visits to the fishing vessel bringing magazine or cassettes are clear signs of our concern and care for all the fishermen. Educational materials and counselling to reduce the exposure of fishermen to the danger of drugs and alcohol abuse, AIDS and others disease also help. 
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The Taiwanese-registered fishing vessel High Aim 6.
High Aim 6 (Chinese : Haian liuhao 海安六號) left the port of Liuchiu in southern Taiwan on 31 October 2002, and was then found without its crew, drifting in Australian waters, on 8 January 2003. The owner of the ship, Tsai Huang Shueh-er, spoke last with the captain in December 2002. The vessel was registered in Taiwan and flew under an Indonesian flag.[1]
While the only member of the Indonesian crew who could be tracked down admitted that the captain Chen Tai-cheng (陳泰成) and the engineer Lin Chung-li (林中立) had been murdered, what happened exactly and the motive for mutiny remain unclear.[2]

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Aim_6" \l "cite_note-2"[3]
The vessel was found drifting in calm waters approximately 80 nautical miles (150 km) east of Rowley Shoals inside the Australian Exclusive Economic Zone. The crew was missing. There was no evident reason for the abandonment: no signs of distress were found, and the crew's personal effects remained on board. The High Aim 6 had plenty of fuel and provisions and no sign of a struggle could be found. Initial concerns that the ship had been carrying illegal immigrants were dismissed when the contents of the hold proved to be rotting fish. The ship was equipped for long-line fishing.

When the ship was first sighted five days before being boarded, its motor was running and it was underway. At the time of boarding, the engine was dead and the rudder was locked, causing the ship to drift in one direction.

The High Aim 6 was towed to Broome, where subsequent forensic examination was conducted. Despite a search of some 7,300 nautical miles (13,500 km), no trace of crew was ever found. According to the Central News Agency

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Aim_6" \l "cite_note-3"[4], at the date of January 15 - after the boat was discovered - local calls were still being made from Indonesia using the cell phone of the boat engineer. After checking the call records, the Taiwanese police deemed a mutiny probable. Recruiting agencies in Indonesia were contacted and it appeared that 10 men had been recruited. The Indonesian police arrested the only member who could be tracked down, in the province of North Sulawesi. According to his declaration, members of the crew had killed the captain and the engineer on December 8 and then proceeded to go back to their homeland. He never gave a clear explanation as to the motive and the details of the affair.

In the previous year, in a similar event, the Taiwanese fishing boat Hairisheng 6 (海日盛六號) was discovered empty by an Indonesian military boat. Three crew members were subsequently arrested (of a total of 10) and confessed to the murder of the captain and the engineer[5].

High Aim 6 sat beached on the sand beach of Broome for about a year, becoming a popular tourist attraction. Locals had hoped the ship would be dragged offshore and scuttled to be used as a dive wreck, but the ship was dismantled and transferred to a local landfill a year after its discovery.[6]
Indian navy blew up fishing boat, not pirate ship

Article published on the 2008-11-26 Latest update 2008-11-26 12:54 TU
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Vessel blown up by Indian Navy on 18 November 2008
(Photo: Reuters/India Defence Ministry/Handout)

The pirate ship the Indian navy said it blew up on 18 November turns out to have been a hijacked Thai fishing vessel, according to the International Maritime Bureau (IMB). The Indian navy had said the ship was a ‘mothership’ for Somali pirates who have plagued the Suez Canal in recent months.

Speaking from the IMB's piracy reporting centre in Malaysia, the bureau's Noel Choong said the ship was actually a Thai-operated fishing trawler that had been taken over by pirates off Yemen the same day. 

Choong said that photos of the hijacked ship had been sent out to the US-led coalition of navies patrolling the waters.

“The Indian navy may have not received this information,” he said. “They are not part of the coalition forces, and we have no direct link with them.”

The Indian navy said it had acted in self-defence and had only opened fire on the vessel after it fired.

“The Indian navy ship asked them to stop for investigation on repeated calls,” said Commander Nirad Sinha, a spokesperson for the navy in New Delhi. “The vessel responded by saying it would blow up the Indian ship.”

“Pirates were seen roaming on the deck with rocket-propelled grenade launchers,” he continued. The owners of the boat, Sirichai Fisheries, based in Thailand, confirmed their deep sea trawler Ekawatnava 5 was destroyed. One member of the crew, a Cambodian, was rescued by fishermen four days after the attack, but 14 others are still missing.

Choong said that navy ships operating independently should make contact with coalition forces and stay informed on hijacked vessels to avoid more “tragic” incidents.

The IMB has called piracy based out of Somalia an “out of control”  problem.

The Saudi Sirius Star oil tanker is still under control of Somali pirates, who seized it 11 days ago. They are still demanding a 25 million dollar (19.3 million euro) ransom by 30 November to release the vessel with its 25 crew members and two million barrels of crude oil.

The leader of the group that took over the ship, Mohammed Said, said on Tuesday that he wants an “honest dialogue in order to end the crisis”.

“Too much delay is not good fur us and for the owners of the tanker and the crew as well,” he said. “We are not threatening them, but we are urging them to be honest.”

Pirates Hijack Thai Fishing Boat Near Somalia 



	By EILEEN NG / AP WRITER
	Wednesday, November 19, 2008 




	


KUALA LUMPUR — Pirates hijacked a Thai fishing boat with 16 crew members off the coast of Somalia, the eighth ship to be seized in the area in the past two weeks, a maritime official said Wednesday. 

The boat was seized Tuesday in the Gulf of Aden, said Noel Choong, who heads the International Maritime Bureau's piracy reporting center in Kuala Lumpur. Also Tuesday, an Iranian bulk cargo carrier with 25 crew members was seized in the area, according to earlier reports. 

Both vessels were heading to the Middle East when they were hijacked, he said. 

	[image: image5.jpg]




	Pirates can be seen on the deck of the fishing vessel Tian Yu 8 on November 17, off the coast of Somalia. Somali pirate attacks have spun "out of control", becoming more violent, frequent and extending further from the attackers' bases, a maritime watchdog said. (Photo: AFP)


The US Navy's 5th Fleet based in Bahrain dispatched an aircraft to the area after the hijackings were reported, and spotted the two vessels in the hands of the pirates, 5th Fleet spokeswoman Cmdr Jane Campbell said. 

She said there were no US ships in the vicinity when the hijackings were taking place. In any case, ships would have to be "within 10 minutes responding time to prevent any hijacking," she told The Associated Press. 

Choong said the Thai boat, which was flying a Kiribati flag but operated out of Thailand, made a distress call as it was being chased by pirates in two speedboats but the phone line got cut off midway. 

Wicharn Sirichaiekawat, manager of Sirichai Fisheries Co, Ltd told The Associated Press that the hijacked Thai ship—the Ekawat Nava 5—sailed from Oman and was headed to Yemen to deliver fishing equipment when it was hijacked about 380 miles (610 kilometers) from Eyl—where he said the pirates were believed to be taking the ship. 

He said he did not know what the hijackers' demands might be for the release of the crew—15 Thais and one Cambodian. 

"We have informed the families of the crew, but right now, we don't have much more information to give them either," Wicharn said. 

The bulk carrier was flying a Hong Kong flag but operated by the Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines. Tuesday's incidents bring the number of attacks in Somali waters this year to 95, with 39 ships hijacked. 

Choong said 17 vessels remain in the hands of pirates along with more than 300 crew, including a Ukrainian ship loaded with arms and a Saudi Arabian supertanker carrying $100 million in crude. 

Despite increased patrols by a multi-coalition naval force, attacks have continued unabated off Somalia, which is caught up in an Islamic insurgency and has had no functioning government since 1991. Pirates have seized dozens of ships off Somalia's coast in the last year, generally releasing them after ransoms were paid. 

NATO has three warships in the Gulf of Aden and the US Navy's 5th Fleet also has ships in the region. 

But, Campbell said, naval patrols simply cannot prevent attacks given the vastness of the sea and the high number of vessels passing through the Gulf of Aden—21,000 every year. 

"Given the size of the area and given the fact that we do not have naval assets—either ships or airplanes—to be everywhere with every single ship" it would be virtually impossible to prevent every attack, she said. 

On Tuesday, a major Norwegian shipping group Odfjell SE ordered its more than 90 tankers to sail around Africa rather than use the Suez Canal after the seizure of the Saudi tanker, MV Sirius Star, on Saturday. 

"We will no longer expose our crew to the risk of being hijacked and held for ransom by pirates in the Gulf of Aden," said Terje Storeng, Odfjell's president and chief executive. 

The Gulf of Aden, off Somalia, connects to the Red Sea, which in turn is linked to the Mediterranean by the Suez Canal. The route is thousands of miles (kilometers) and many days shorter than going around the Cape of Good Hope off the southern tip of Africa. 

Saudi Arabia, which is the world's leading oil producer, has condemned the hijacking and said it will join the international fight against piracy. Somali officials vowed to try to rescue Sirius Star by force if necessary. 

The supertanker was anchored Tuesday close to Harardhere, the main pirates' den on the Somali coast, with a full load of 2 million barrels of oil and 25 crew members. 

"As usual, I woke up at 3 a.m. 

and headed for the sea to fish, but I saw a very, very large ship anchored less than three miles off the shore," Abdinur Haji, a fisherman in Harardhere, told the AP in a telephone interview. 

"I have been fishing here for three decades, but I have never seen a ship as big as this one," he told The Associated Press in a telephone interview. "There are dozens of spectators on shore trying to catch a glimpse of the large ship."
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Chinese Type 56-2 (AK-47 clone), bunch of other AKs and a Chinese Type 69 RPG
